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Versions of the Dao 
Professor John Martone 
jpmartone@eiu.edu 
English 3009G 
Office: CH 3751 
The Daodejing is one of the world's most translated books, embodying teachings about nature and human 
life that have been of perennial interest and which remain compelling today. This course looks at Laozi's 
classic in its original setting and explores its influence upon other cultures- especially Japanese and 
American. 
Required Texts 
Abe, Box Man 
Barnhill, Basho 's Journey 
Kerouac, Road Novels 
Krakauer, Into the Wild 
D.C. Lau, Tao Te Ching 
Kingston, The Woman Warrior 
Colin Rhodes, Outsider Art 
Burton Watson, Chuang Tzu: Basic Writings 
pdf and reserve readings, as announced 
Online Reading and Sources 
Analects of Confucius (Waley, Trans.) <http://www. wright-house.corn/religions/confucius/ Analects.htrnl> 
Robert Huey (Trans.) Journal of My Father's Last Days: Issa's Chichi no shuen nikki. 
<http://www. j stor .org/view /002 707 41 I di995 072/99p0069s/0> 
Zhongwen. com <http://www .zhongwen.corn/> 
January 
I 0 -- Introductory; Classic of Songs; 
[17] -- D.C. Lau, Tao Te Ching 
24-- Tao Te Ching, cont'd. 
31 -- The Yijing 
February 
7-- Watson, Chuang Tzu: Basic Writings 
I 4 -- Rhodes, Outsider Art 
21 -- Barnhill, Basho 's Journey. 
Weekly Schedule 
28 -- Issa, Journal of My Father's Last Days. Chiyo-ni 
March 
7 -- Thoreau, Walden (excerpts) 
I4 -- SPRING RECESS 
21 -- Kerouac, On the Road 
28 -- Kerouac, Lonesome Traveler 
April 
4-- Abe, The Box Man; Jones, Shutting Themselves In 
I I- Teshigahara, The Face of Another 
I8- Nearing, Hubbard, Snyder 
25 - Krakauer, Into the Wild 
Requirements and Evaluation 
Your final grade will reflect your performance on the tasks: 
1. Weekly journal response. 50% of grade 
• Please use the journal as a place to think about the week's reading, to formulate questions, 
to prepare yourself for our class discussions. I will regularly offer writing topics, 
questions and/or tasks for you to address. 
• Please write at least 250 words each week. 
• You must submit your journal entry as a 1-page .doc or .docx file attached to an email 
addressed to me at jpmartone@.eiu.edu. The attached file must be named 
3009yourlastnamemonthday. (Thus, my journal entry for the week of March 7 would be 
saved as 3009martone0307.docx.) This must also be the subject line of your email. You 
should receive an acknowledgment email from me within 48 hours, and I will return your 
entry with a grade within the following week. 
• You must submit your journal entry on the Friday of each week. I will not accept or 
respond to late submissions, i.e. those made after 11 :59 pm of the Friday on which it 
is due. 
2. Class participation/ quizzes 25 % of grade 
• Please note: This is a reading intensive class that requires extended and careful attention 
to challenging texts. I expect you come to class prepared to discuss the materials before 
us. Being unprepared is the equivalent of being absent. (Thus, ifl put a question to 
you about the assigned reading, and you clearly have not read it, I will count you for the 
day. Ifi put a question to the class about the assigned reading, and no one in the class 
responds, I will count the entire class as absent.) 
3. Final examination 25% 
Attendance Policy 
You are permitted two absences for any reason. Each subsequent absence will lower your final grade by 
one letter. Notes from the athletic department, infirmary, or military industrial complex do not excuse you 
from your responsibilities here, so please do not show them to me. If you anticipate being absent more than 
twice, please consider dropping this class. 
Decorum 
Unless you have a documented disability requiring assistive technology, do not bring your laptop to class. 
Please turn off your cell phone before we begin. Ifl see you texting, creeping on Facebook or otherwise 
absenting yourself from the matter at hand, I will count you as absent for that class. 
